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seasoned; (2) because being at a distance I can take a proper perspective.
The discontent in Durban does not affect me or disturb me in the slightest
degree. I did not expect it in such vehe[mence]; but neither is it
unexpected, if you could perceive the difference between the two
expressions. I am fully prepared for it, for the simple and sole reason
that, while I have utilized all the help received and promised, I have
never placed unflinching reliance on any such helps. At best, I have
treated them as so many instruments through which God, otherwise
Truth, has worked. Have I not noticed times without number that
particular men have been [faithful] only in so far as it was necessary
for them to serve Truth unconsciously [for] not having had it in them
they have fallen away as scales do from trees as soon as their protective
[function is] finished. In so far as you al[low] these events to teat you
to the extent [they] have, you have not assimilated them] ancl you
have not understood [the chasten]ing effect of suffering.

What does it matter...to me if even the few who understand]
the real struggle were to turn round... I not say1 on the establishment...
settlement that a time might come when every vestige of support might
[be] withdrawn from us? Even then, we [will] continue to do our
duty unflinchingly, undismayed, and without being morose. That
time has not come, but those who are prepared for the worst can always
philosophically take the intermediate stages. You should, therefore,
hear these things and let them pass away from your minds as water from
a duck's back. I know you do not need replies to several of these questions
raised by the people there. [There is] not one which I have not
considered] which I did not provide for to the [best of] my ability.
I hope this will [find you all] right.

I wish I could pay a visit to Phoenix and see you all, but that cannot
be yet.   However, I might be able to do so in a month's time.

Never omit to give me full details of everything that may go on
there even if it may be simple.

Tours sincerely >
MOHANDAS

[PS.]

Share this letter with the others.   Ask me about what you cannot
Mow.1

From the handwritten original signed by Gandhiji with a Gujarati postscript
in his hand: S.N. 4794. Courtesy: Chhaganlal Gandhi

*"and not stay"?